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Will abolishing or limiting the insanity defense have an impact on serious crime?
The insanity defense refers to defense by excuse in a criminal case. Insanity defense argues that the defendant is not responsible for his or her actions due to a persistent psychiatric disease at the point when the crime was carried out. Therefore, through the application of the insanity defense, an individual who is found to be legally insane at the time when he or she was executing a criminal act might be not found guilty because of insanity. However, in some cases, the defendant might be declared by the court of law guilty but be sentenced to a less severe punishment based on the reason of insanity. Eradicating or limiting the insanity defense would not have an impact on serious crimes since it is rarely applied to be an impact on the many serious crimes that are executed from day-to-day. The defense insanity does not only reduce or impact crime but also ends up making various crime convictions complicated. Insanity defense makes some cases to be complicated because once a person has been found guilty by a court of law and ends up claiming that he or she has a mental illness, then it calls for a procedure to ascertain the claim. This process might prove to be tedious as well as time-consuming and making the process of justice delivery complicated to some extent. This prolonging of the process of sentencing might result in many cases being hold-on so that they can pave way for the one in the process to be cleared. 
Provide a broad discussion on laws meant to control gun-related crime and the issues of various state laws. The various states have a variety of laws that differ from state to state. Some states have in place strict gun-control laws while others do not. Some states lack gun laws that do not allow under-aged persons from purchasing a gun. Such a thing is ridiculous and at the same time threatening to the well-being or simply the security of the society. It is also astonishing that some states allow their citizens to purchase excessively lethal weapons and there is no reason to justify the public being in possession of such dangerous weapons. Some US citizens have in possession high capacity weapons which makes the public to be vulnerable to gun attacks. For instance, it is due to the high capacity guns that we have witnessed many people being murdered by civilians. The states should only authorize civilians to make purchases of handguns. Besides, some states in the south have resulted in permitting civilians to carry guns around while they are going around society for security. They refer to them as “stand your grounds” laws. However, this is not the best gun law since it can result in making people uncomfortable or scared to mingle with the rest of the people in a public place. 
Discuss Project Safe Neighborhoods and the evaluation findings. 
Project safe neighborhood is a nationwide commitment that is meant to ensure a decline in gun crime within American society. This will be achieved through ensuring a network of the already existing local programs which are meant to target gun crime. Also, they are meant to provide these programs with tools that will be fitting a certain gun crime issue in each of the areas. The program is based on various agency initiatives that are meant to lead to a decline in gun violence in the big cities by having place enhanced enforcement and deterrence. The program is effective in preventing the occurrence of gun violence. The cities that have the program in place have resulted in experiencing a decline in violent crime. 
Differentiate between crime control policies presented in previous chapters and those that seek to gain compliance with the law. The most inflammatory controversies involve police use of deadly force and excessive physical force. The recent cases of Michael Brown and Eric Garner are examples. Police departments have utilized various strategies to reduce racial discrimination. Some police departments across the country are introducing police body cameras – discuss this policy initiative. 
Crime control policies have been in the past relying on external authority. One of the external authority is law enforcement and punitive sentence. The procedural justice policies have been seeking to cultivate internally based voluntary obligation. Taking into consideration the cases of Michael Brown and Eric Garner, it proves to be very detrimental to the police community as well as to the African American people. For instance, the police force has proved to be hard on the people of African origin residing in America such as the ones mentioned above or Michael Floyd. 
By having in place the new initiative of the introduction of police body cameras, it seems to be one of the best ways to assist in reducing situations like the ones mentioned above. The introduction of the body cameras will be of benefit to both the civilians and the police. To the police, it will become easier to prove that the civilians were unlawful and aggressive. On the other hand, it will be of benefit to the civilians since it will be able to prove that they were not resisting police arrest and that they were cooperative during the arrest. Therefore, this will lead to a decline of the instances that have been witnessed in the past, police unleashing their brutality against the African American people. 
Besides, these body cameras are helpful to African Americans when they are interacting with the police. This is because the cameras will force the police to mind their actions as well as what they will say during the interaction. People behave differently especially when they are aware that they are under close watch. The police are no exception when it comes to monitoring, they will too behave differently. Therefore, police officers who are wearing body cameras will be less aggressive as well as more respectful as they interact with people in society. They will also turn to be reluctant to apply force unless it proves to be necessary if things appear to be heating up during their interaction with the people of African origin. Therefore, it can be claimed that the body-worn police cameras will result to leading to a decline in the application of unnecessary or excessive force by the police officers which will be of benefit to both the police and the African American community.
Appraise the effectiveness of the DARE program. Are there other interventions that may work better?
DARE stands for Drug Abuse Resistance Education. It is a form of the education program that is geared towards preventing the use of controlled drugs, membership in gangs as well as violent behavior. The chief objective of the program was to teach effective peer resistance as well as refusal skills to the adolescents so that they can find it possible to say “no” to drugs and their friends who might be looking for ways to recruit them to the gangs. Many are the times when an adolescent who was behaving well and was not involved himself or herself in drugs finds his or her way into the ditch of drug abuse. This is the situation that DARE is looking to prevent so that we can have only a few people joining such gangs. 
The program was initially designed for elementary school students. It was designed to sensitize them to the dangers that are associated with drug usage. It was founded in 1983 when the Los Angeles public schools and the Los Angeles Police Department joined hands to see the decline in drug abuse within the state. Initially, it was designed to have the police officers paying visits to the schools so that they could talk to the students about the dangers of drug usage. This was believed that it will help the students in raising self-esteem so that it could be possible for them to decline being recruited into drug gangs. However, it proved to be completely ineffective in preventing drug usage amongst the students and youths at large. It was found out that the program was increasing the drug awareness of the students. Once the students became aware of the drugs, they started using them out of curiosity.    
Describe and evaluate the policy recommendations provided by Joan Petersilia’s research on prisoner reentry. 
Joan Petersilia found out that the POs met only once with the offenders whom they had been assigned to watch over them. Additionally, she found out that some PO caseloads were overwhelming them since they could not handle them effectively. For instance, it was found out that in Los Angeles POs spent around one hour and forty-seven minutes around the years to attend to each offender assigned to them. Also, in recent years the supervision of the offenders has even gotten worse due to the increase in the number of people who are supposed to be served by a police officer. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Joan Petersilia has recommended that there should be a focus on reentry at various phases of the reentry process. It should start in prison where the prisoners are prepared for successful reentry as well as bridging to the community upon being released from prison. She further recommended having a return to a risk-based discretionary release policy. It will have the highest risk offenders being supervised more at the point of release and when he or she comes to mix with the community. 
